
In last year’s newsletter we opened 

our books and showed you how 

your registration dollars were spent 

at OYO. This year we would like to 

―open the books‖ on the families at 

OYO.   

 

In 2009, we experienced the largest 

spring registration in OYO’s his-

tory.  Then, our Fall Ball registra-

tion enjoyed 30 percent growth and 

reached maximum capacity in terms 

of teams and players. 

 

With 996 spring ball players and 

456 fall ball participants, our data-

base indicates we have 1715 parents 

of the children who play at OYO.  

Surprisingly, only 261 of those 

parents held a volunteer position.  

 

The reality is that, in regards to team 

functions, board positions, work 

days, and field preparation, OYO 

has 406 volunteer duties that need 

fulfilled and performed annually.  

 

Yet, in 2009, 261 parents filled 406 

volunteer duties. That’s just 15 

percent. 

 

As part of our contract with the City 

of Lawrence, each year we must 

make improvements to Veterans 

Memorial Park. These improve-

ments included two new batting 

cages, several new bulletin boards, 

and new windows on our concession 

stand.  We also installed new park 

maps, park rules, and Code of Con-

duct signs at all three entrances to 

our fields. In addition, the Lawrence 

Parks Department provided a new 

roof on our concession stand. 

Thanks to all of the volunteers who 

helped with these improvements. 

 

I was at a recent meet-

ing, where we were 

talking to a potential 

board member, when 

she asked ―Don’t you 

guys get tired of all 

these OYO meetings?‖. 

Before I could respond, 

another board member 

explained when he was 

a kid, his dad volun-

teered to coach and 

organize a baseball 
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league in Battleground, Indiana.  He 

said he felt it was important to help 

in the community. While listening to 

this conversation, I realized while 

this father performed what he 

thought was a simple task of helping 

out at a small town baseball league, 

he actually taught his son a huge life 

lesson. Today, this board member 

not only coaches at OYO, but he 

also serves on his neighborhood 

association and is involved with 

Lawrence government.  

 

As I looked around the board at 

OYO, I found several stories of 

board members following in their 

parent’s footsteps. Some realized the 

life lessons they are teaching their 

kids, and some did not.  The bottom 

line is if you are not one of the 261 

volunteers filling one of the 406 

volunteer positions, then you’re 

missing a great opportunity to teach 

your child the life lesson of volun-

teering for your community.  

 

If you are one of the 261 volun-

teers… ―THANK YOU!‖  Your 

efforts have not only made OYO a 

better place, but you’re serving as a 

role model for your child and all the 

children around the park. 

 

I wish all of our OYO families a 

safe and wonderful holiday season, 

and thank you for the opportunity to 

serve your children at OYO.  

 

Steve Heyman 

OYO Board President 

clevbrown8@comcast.net 

Around 
the 
Horné  

Get Your  
Registration 
Forms Online 
Today  
 

Once again, we recom-

mend everyone complete 

their registrations online.  

If you need hard copies 

of any of the documents 

(registration, Code of 

Conduct form, and/or 

coach application), visit 

our Web site to 

download the forms.  

Visit our Web site and register online ð www.oaklandonyouth.org 

Volunteering to Make a Difference 

 Be a Volunteer ï the kids  

of OYO need you!  

Q. Whatôs new at 
 OYO? 
 

A.  Junior Rookie 
 League 

Here we grow again!  And it’s 

not just our children outgrow-

ing last year’s uniform.  It’s 

our own kids outgrowing 

OYO’s current league struc-

ture.   
 

Based on widespread feedback 

from Tee-Ball parents and 

league officials, OYO has 

created a Junior Rookie 

League to help your children 

transition from Tee-Ball to 

their next league.  Tee-Ball 

offers a great introduction to 

young, aspiring ballplayers 

and begins to teach girls and 

boys the basics of batting, 

fielding, throwing, and base 

running.  A few rules are in 

place for Tee-Ball to accom-

plish the basics: no score keep-

ing, one base per batted ball, 

and no outs.   
  

However, we recognize the 

jump from Tee-Ball to Rookie 

Baseball and 8U Softball is a 

giant leap for many kids.  As a 

result, OYO has expanded its 

younger league offerings to 

create a Junior Rookie League 

for six year olds.  This new 

offering supports our philoso-

phy to focus on player partici-

pation, training, and develop-

ment.  This new league will 

allow children of the same age 

the chance to experience more 

active base running, score 

runs, make outs, and learn 

many related baseball concepts 

without being overwhelmed or 

shocked by playing with seven 

and eight year olds.   

  

We are excited about our inau-

gural Junior Rookie League 

this spring.  We look forward 

to your support, and we invite 

your children and their 

friends to help us open this 

new league at OYO. 

Uniforms 

Umpires 

Lease with City 

Concession wages 

Loan payment 

Lawn care/Grounds 

Insurance 

Legal fees 

Trophies/Awards 

Equipment 

How are your OYO registration dollars used? 



Register Early & Save  

Scheduling Made 
Easy at OYO  
 

This offseason, we have re-

viewed our scheduling process 

to ensure we are providing 

players with the best opportu-

nities to receive quality in-

struction and develop their 

skills.  As a result, we will 

continue with two scheduling 

concepts we experimented 

with in 2009, and we’re adding 

another concept in 2010.   
 

¶ Early in the season, games 

will only be scheduled on 

the first three Saturdays, 

allowing teams to have an 

additional weeknight prac-

tice after their first two 

games. 

 

¶ Doubleheaders will continue 

to be scheduled – and each 

team will be assigned two  

or three Saturday double-

headers – all in the month  

of May. 

 

¶ New in 2010!  We’re con-

verting the game schedule 

from one where we attempt 

to reschedule rainouts to one 

where we have added two 

additional games for all 

teams between ages 7-12.  

In this new format, rainouts 

will not be rescheduled. Our 

goal is to communicate a 

full slate of games to all 

families by April 1 so you 

can mark your calendars and 

never have to contend with 

the conflicts that often arise 

from a last-minute an-

nouncement of a resched-

uled game.   

OYO counts on our players’ parents to help make the season successful 

for your children. As a volunteer league it’s so important to secure your 

support and assistance in helping prepare 

the fields and the grounds for the start of 

our 35th season. Once again, we will 

enlist the help of the coaches and league 

commissioners to assign a Sunday for 

you to come out and help prepare the 

areas your child will be using the most.  

You will be notified by email about with 

your specific work day assignment.    
  

Bring work gloves (and rake and shovel, if you can) and meet at noon on 

your assigned date and field. An OYO board member will be there to 

help get you started.  We look forward to seeing you there!   
  

Thanks, in advance, for helping to keep OYO a great place to play ball. 

Help Keep OYO Beautiful:  Participate 

in Parent Field Work Days  

1. ONLINE – Online registration is now open. Online registrations 

can only be completed with a credit card, and this is the only way 

we can accept a credit card payment for registration.  After Febru-

ary 1, a $25 late fee will automatically be added to your child’s 

registration. Babe Ruth baseball and 14U/16U/18U softball dead-

line is March 1 – after this date a $25 late fee will be applied.    

 

2. WALK -IN  – Print out a copy of the registration form at our Web 

site (www.oaklandonyouth.org) or visit Gramboli’s Pizza 

(southwest corner of Oaklandon Road and Pendleton Pike) to com-

plete and submit your form on Saturday, January 9 or January 16, 

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Special pizza deals will be available to all 

families who register at Gramboli’s on either Saturday.  
 

3. MAIL – Fill out the registration and Code of Conduct forms and 

mail it with your check so that it is received before February 1. 

Registrations received after that date will be invoiced for the $25 

late fee.  

WORK DAY DATES  

NOON to 4 P.M. 
 

Sunday, March 7 

Sunday, March 14 

Sunday, March 21 

Sunday, April 11 

OYO Celebrating 35 Years in 2010  
OYO is an all-volunteer youth 

baseball and softball organization 

providing recreational leagues for 

children, regardless of ability, in 

a ―fair play‖ atmosphere.  Estab-

lished in 1975, we focus on 

player participation, training, and 

development.  OYO participates 

in Cal Ripken Division Baseball 

for ages 4-12, Babe Ruth Base-

ball League for ages 13-18, ASA 

Softball for ages 6-18, and  

Challenger Baseball for the  

mentally and physically chal-

lenged between ages 5-18.   

These national affiliations allow 

our teams opportunities to com-

pete in district, regional, and 

national competition.  OYO also 

offers recreational travel baseball 

and softball programs for our 

league players, as well as full-

time travel baseball programs for 

9-12 year olds and full-time 

travel softball programs for 13-16 

year olds. 

  

The OYO Challenger League provides an opportunity for all children 

regardless of ability to enjoy and learn to play the game of baseball.  We 

provide any assistance a child may need from one-on-one hand-over-

hand to simple verbal guidance so that each child may play at his or her 

own level.  To make this happen, we need volunteers to assist the chil-

dren in batting, fielding, and running the bases.  Volunteers may be par-

ents, siblings, care givers, or others who want to participate in this re-

warding experience.  If interested, please contact Linda Allanson at 

ljallanson@comcast.net. 

Coach Instruction 

Quality Climbing  

the Ranks  
  

Every season, OYO strives to select 

the best coaches to guide our teams 

and have a positive impact on the 

children in our league.  At every 

level, we need parents and volun-

teers who want to help children 

have a memorable experience.  And 

now we’ve taken these efforts to a 

whole new level – one where you 

have input, too. 

 

This past fall, we instituted a Coach 

Evaluation program allowing par-

ents to provide confidential feed-

back on 10 key characteristics we 

look for in all our coaches.  With 

nearly a 50 percent response – and 

very helpful input – we will imple-

ment this same evaluation process 

for our spring program.  These 

evaluations will be one of the crite-

ria we use when selecting coaches 

in all future spring, fall, and travel 

seasons. 

 

To be considered as a head coach in 

2010, every baseball and softball 

coach applicant must: 

¶ Complete an official OYO 

Coach Application form by 

February 5 (simply selecting 

the box ñcoachò on the appli-

cation form will not make you 

eligible)  

¶ Attend one of our mandatory 

OYO Coaching Overview 

sessions on either Sunday, 

February 7 or Tuesday,  

February 9 
   

In addition, coaches will be encour-

aged to complete an online coach-

ing certification program prior to 

the start of the practice season in 

March.  The coach’s application is 

available on our Web site.  

Visit our Web site and register online 

Be a ñBuddyò - Support the OYO 
Challengers Program  

 
COACHING 

MATTERS 



The Bombers are competitive travel 

baseball teams for ages 7 thru 12 

years old.  OYO is committed to 

providing affordable travel baseball 

options to our youth. From May thru 

July, these travel teams play select 

games and tournaments against 

nearby sanctioned teams after the 

OYO rec season has finished.  The 

teams participate in approximately 

five tournaments. To be eligible, 

players must participate in OYO’s 

rec spring league.  
 

2010 Bomber Tryouts 
(ages 7-12 as of April 30, 2010) 

March 7 and March 14 from 2-4 pm 

Check Web site for additional info. 
 

Curious About Travel  

Baseball? 
Informational Parent Meeting 

Thursday, March 4 at 7 p.m. 

Location TBA 

Attend our 

new parent 

info meet-

ing to learn 

more about 

the Bomber 

travel baseball program by attending 

our new parent information meeting.  

We’ll discuss the OYO travel base-

ball program, explain the evaluation 

process, introduce the Bomber 

coaches for each age group and an-

swer your travel baseball questions.    
 

Full -Time Travel Teams 
(ages 9- 12) 

OYO also offers a competitive travel 

baseball program, where players play 

against regional full-time travel 

teams.  The 2011 full-time Bomber 

teams will be selected August 14 and 

21, 2010, from 2-4 p.m. Check Web 

site for additional info. 

For girls interested in playing more competitive softball in addition to the 

recreational league, Red Storm All-Star Softball tryouts will be held as follows:  
 

Informational Parent Meeting:  Thursday, March 4 at 7 p.m. 

8U & 14U Tryouts:   April 25 and May 2 

10U & 12U Tryouts:  March 14 and March 21 

16U & 18U Tryouts:  September 11 and 18 

Check Web site for additional information, including times and locations. 

 Age Batting  Fielders  Pitching  Bases  Rules  

Cal Ripken Baseball:  
 Tee Ball 4-5 Roster Roster Coach 60ô 6 batters/inning, 4 innings 
 Junior Rookie 6 Roster Roster Coach 60ô 3 outs, 6 innings 
 Rookie 7-8 Roster Roster Coach 60ô 3 outs, 6 innings 
 Minor 9-10 Roster 9 46ô 60ô No lead offs, no balks 
 Super Major 11-12 Roster 9 50ô 70ô High school rules (lead offs, balks) 

ASA Softball:  
 8U 7-8 Roster Roster Coach 60ô ASA rules, 6 innings 
 10U 9-10 Roster 10 35ô 60ô ASA rules, 7 innings 
 12U 11-12 Roster 10 40ô 60ô ASA rules, 7 innings 
 14U 13-14 Roster 10 40ô 60ô ASA rules, 7 innings 
 16/18U (travel only) 15-18 Roster 9 43ô 60ô ASA rules, 7 innings 

Babe Ruth Baseball:  
 Junior Babe Ruth 13-15 Roster 9 60ô 90ô High school rules, 7 innings 
 Senior Babe Ruth 16-18 Roster 9 60ô 90ô High school rules, 7 innings 

Challenger Baseball  Mentally and physically challenged.  Age 5 to completion of high school. 

Tryouts will be open to all girls participating in the recreational league at OYO. 

Play will begin (depending on age) in May and will continue through late July. 

Red Storm softball competes with other area All-Star teams in local and state 

tournaments. For more information, contact Marci Powell at  

marcipowell@comcast.net or speak to your recreational league coach. 
  

Coach a Red Storm All -Star Team  
If you are interested in coaching a Red Storm All-Star team, please contact 

Marci Powell at marcipowell@comcast.net for a coach application and in-

structions on how to become certified to become a Red Storm coach. 

Oaklandon Red Storm Travel Softball  

LEAGUE DESCRIPTIONS 

Oaklandon Bombers Travel Baseball  

Baseball ï age on April 30, 2010          Softball ï age on January 1, 2010 

 TRAVEL BALL PROGRAM WANTS YOU!  

You Make the Call!  

Join OYOôs Family of Sponsors... 
We’re fortunate at OYO to have tremendous loyalty and support 

from our local businesses…and again we need your help!  Without 

the generosity and support of our dozens of sponsors, registration 

fees would increase by more than $50 per player. 
 

Once again, we expect nearly 1,000 kids on 90 teams.  Please 

consider sponsoring a team at OYO. We have many parents whose 

place of business sponsors their child’s team as a way to show 

support for the league.  
  

Sponsorship opportunities include: 

Team Sponsors – your team will proudly display your business 

name on their uniforms; you will receive a sponsor plaque with a 

team picture for display; your business will receive recognition on 

our league Web site. 
  

Banner sponsors – show your support with a 3’ x 2’ banner with 

your business proudly displayed at Veterans Memorial Park, home 

of OYO. Thousands of visitors come to the park each season and 

this is a great way to have exposure for your business while show-

ing support for the community. 
  

Field Sponsors – have an entire field at OYO named for your 

business! Just imagine your company name is displayed on a field 

at the park and then that field becomes known as ―XYZ Company 

Field‖ for five years! 
  

Visit www.oaklandonyouth.org and click ―Sponsors‖ or email 

Donetta Gee-Weiler at dojogee777@yahoo.com for questions or 

to set up a sponsorship for our 2010 season. 

Each year, OYO offers an instructional training program to anyone 

11 years old or older to become an OYO umpire.  We train 

umpires for baseball and softball to umpire games involving 7-15 

year olds.  Umpires are paid cash after each completed game. 

To be an umpire, you must: 

¶ be at least 11 years old 

¶ attend two required clinics before the season starts (for new 

and experienced umpires) 

¶ pass the online exam (for new and experienced umpires) 

¶ have Internet access and email account 

¶ purchase an umpire uniform (new umpires only) 
 

If you have any questions about how to become an OYO umpire, 

or if you would like to be added to an email information list, 

please contact Kristin Curts at curts74@comcast.net.  Watch 

the OYO Web site for more dates and info. 

w w w . o a k l a n d o n y o u t h . o r g 

www.oaklandonbombers.org 



Oaklandon Youth Organization  
Veterans Memorial Park 
P.O. Box 36037 
Indianapolis, IN  46236-0037 

2010 SPRING 
BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL  

 

Registration Information  

2010 KEY DATES 
 

WALK -IN REGISTRATION     

 January 9 and January 16  11 a.m. – 2 p.m. Gramboli’s Pizza  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE  

 February 1 Registration fee increases $25 

MANDATORY COACH OVERVIEW MEETING (for head coach applicants only) 

Any 2010 head coach applicant required to attend one session. 

 February 7 and 9 at 7 p.m. Sterrett Center Ft. Benjamin 

CHALLENGER LEAGUE ñMEET AND GREETò 

 February T.B.A.  

YOUTH BASEBALL (ages 4 -12) and SOFTBALL (ages 7 -12) 
 Practice Starts — March 13 In-house Tournament—June 6-19 

 Opening Day — April 17 Challenger/Tee-Ball Season ends—June 12 

14U and 16/18U SOFTBALL (ages 13 -18) 

 Practice Starts — April Game Season Starts — May 29 

JUNIOR/SENIOR BABE RUTH BASEBALL  

 Evaluations/Work Days  Game Season Starts — May 23 

 May 1 and May 8  Season Ends — July 3 

MANDATORY PARENT FIELD WORK DAYS (Noon ð4 p.m.) 

League will notify you on your scheduled work day (each team assigned one day)  

 March 7, 14, 21 and April 11 Veterans Memorial Park
 

TEAM PARENT MEETING 

 March 23 at 7 p.m. Sterrett Center Ft. Benjamin 

FALL BALL  

 Registration Opens — May 1 Game Season Starts — September 12 

 Practice Starts — August 22 Season Ends — October 17 

2010 REGISTRATION:  
 

¶ Online (recommended) 

¶ Walk-in (Gramboliôs  
 on 1/9 and 1/16) 

¶ Mail  

 

Register by February 1 to secure early-

bird rates and avoid late fees. 

www.oaklandonyouth.org 

Weatherline: 317.767.5170 


